
INT 
07

File CHINS 
Petition

Judge Sets 
Time for Initial 

Hearing?
No

Yes

Judge Denies 
Petition

If judge denies 
petition, FCM can 
collect additional 
information and re-file 
petition. 

Initial Hearing

Purpose is to determine whether 
CASA/ad litem, are needed, and 
to inform parties of allegations, 

options, and potential affects.

Parents Admit 
to 

Allegations?

Court 
Adjudicates 

CHINS and Holds 
Dispositional 

Hearing 

Fact-Finding 
Hearing 

(Adjudication)
No

Yes

Court 
Adjudicates 

CHINS?
Yes

Case 
Closure

END

No

Complete 
Predispositional 
Report, SF 2956 
(Case Plan), and 

“Checklist”

Court Orders 
Out of Home 
Placement

NoOHS 
???

May happen at the same time as 
the initial hearing.

Make Copies of 
Predispositional 
Report Available 

to all Parties 
prior to Hearing

Yes

File Petition for 
Parental 

Participation 

Follows CHINS 
adjudication – timing 

of filing my vary.  
Requires completion 

of Case Plan and copy 
sent to parents within 
10 days of completion

Connect to next page 

Process for Non-Custodial 
Parents:

Documentation and 
demonstration of diligent 
efforts to locate NCP/
absent parent

Foster Care 
Removal and Placement 
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CHINS Petition only 
for removal.

XXX

Goes back to Intake 
and Investigation or In 
Home workflows

Emergency removal/Detention 
process is outlined on page 6 of 

8 in Intake and Investigations 
(INT 04)
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Is Relative 
Placement 
Available?

Secure 
Appropriate 

Relative 
Placement

Yes

Previous 
Placement?No Sibling in 

Placement?No

Placement 
Available?Yes

Yes

Placement 
Licensed?

Yes

Yes

Collect 
Demographic, 

Social, Economic 
Data

Complete 
Background 

Checks

Contact Family / 
Visit Home

Begin Full 
Licensing 
Process

Placement is 
Suitable? Yes

Foster Care 
Removal and Placement 
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Referral to 
ICPC if 

necessary.

Relative placements not 
required to be licensed before 
placement - begin licensing 
process as soon as possible.

XXX

No XXX

No XXX

XXX

No

XXXNo
Supervisor 
Approves 

Placement?

Other Suitable 
Placement?No

Yes

XXX

Decide Whether 
Child to Be 

Placed by LCPA 
or County

Complete 
Genogram

Local 
Coordinating 
Committee 
Approves?

Yes

Each county has a committee 
that must approve restrictive 
placements.  The specific 
situation and proposed 
placement determines who 
must convene the committee.

Must be completed for all 
children within 30 days of 
removal or disposition.

Complete “ICWIS 
Checklist” for 
Special Needs 

and Mental 
Health Screening 

Tool

Nothing in the 
manual relating to 

this decision, or the 
LCPA process

Prepare 
Child for 
Removal 

Enlist assistance of LEA if 
necessary.  

XXX

ICWA?  
MEPA? IEPA?

XXX

Yes

XXXNo

Assess  
Placement 
Needs and 

Recommend 
Level of 

Care

Remove Child

What decision support is 
used to identify the type 
and level of placement?
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